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For Immediate Release:

Lisa Berg named Curator of Education at Star of the Republic Museum

Lisa Berg has been named Curator of Education at the Star of the Republic Museum at Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site. The museum is administered by Blinn College. Berg oversees the development and implementation of all education programs and materials at the Star of Republic Museum; maintains its website; and writes and edits “Notes,” the museum’s quarterly newsletter.

Prior to joining Star of the Republic, Berg served as Historic Sites Supervisor at Kansas Historical Society, where she was in charge of 16 historic sites. Previous to that, she was Site Manager at Kentuck Knob, a historic Frank Lloyd Wright house in Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Berg is a member of the American Association of State and Local History; Texas Association of Museums; and Mountain-Plains Museum Association, where she serves on the Program and Scholarship committees and chairs the Mentor Program. 

“The Curator of Education position is exactly what I have been looking for,” says Berg. “History education within museums is a focus of mine, so to work at an institution with the rich Texas history of the Star of the Republic Museum—including the amazing primary sources in the collection—is an honor. My education and work experiences before I found my niche in museums will bring a lot to the position.”

A native of Folsom, New Mexico, Berg graduated from Texas Tech University with a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Communications and a minor in Spanish. She received her Masters in American History and Museum Studies from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Star of the Republic Museum is located on Washington on the Brazos State Historic State, halfway between Brenham and Navasota.  The museum’s permanent exhibit, Pioneer Playroom, simulates an early Texas frontier homestead that allows participants to immerse themselves in the role of pioneers through role-playing, interactive experiences and a variety of learning styles. The museum is also featuring “A Legacy of Leadership: The Signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence” exhibit through February 15, 2017. The exhibit focuses on the delegates to the Constitutional Convention in 1836—among them were 12 lawyers, five physicians, four surveyors and three each of planters, empresarios and merchants.  The exhibit includes personal artifacts such as Sam Maverick’s buckskins, a cameo of Michel Menard, oil portraits of Stephen Blount and his wife, and many others items.

Visitors can browse through the museum’s permanent exhibition, The Republic of Texas, which showcases over 1,000 objects that demonstrate the heritage of Texas within the context of the early to mid 19th century. The first floor exhibits present a chronological history of early Texas, from the first Texans (the Native Americans) to European explorers, to settlers and colonists, to the soldiers and patriots who fought for Texas independence. The second floor exhibits represent the social and multicultural history of the Republic of Texas, which existed from 1836 to 1846. The complete exhibition provides a comprehensive and unparalleled history of the people, places and events that created the Republic of Texas.   For more information, call (936) 878-2461. 

It was March 2, 1836 when 59 delegates bravely met at Washington, Texas to make a formal declaration of independence from Mexico. From 1836 until 1846, the Republic of Texas proudly existed as a separate nation. Today, Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site has many onsite amenities open daily, as well as an incredible schedule of events and programs. On the grounds of this 293-acre, TPWD-run state park is Independence Hall (the site in 1836 where the representatives met to write the declaration of independence); the Star of the Republic Museum (collections honoring the history, cultures, diversity and values of early Texans); and Barrington Living History Farm (where interpreters dress, talk, work and farm as the earliest residents of the original farmstead did). The entrance to the park grounds, Visitor Center and parking is always free; fees apply for access to Barrington Farm and the Star of the Republic Museum, and for tours of Independence Hall.
Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site is found on the Brazos River at the original townsite of Washington, Texas, a major political and commercial center in the early years of Texas.  The park is located at 23400 Park Road 12, Washington, TX, 77880—approximately halfway between Brenham and Navasota, off of State Hwy. 105. From Hwy. 105, follow either FM 912 or FM 1155 to Park Road 12. For additional information, call (936) 878-2214 or visit the site’s website at www.wheretexasbecametexas.org.

