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PRESS RELEASE
February 2024
“Independence Eve” on March 1st Commemorates
188th Anniversary of Independence from Mexico with History and Entertainment
Celebrate the 188th Anniversary of Texas Independence with us on March 1st. “Independence Eve” will feature a performance by Nashville recording artist Glen Templeton at the outdoor amphitheater on the 300-acre Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site. 
Gates will open at 6pm. The opening band, Drifters and Grifters will perform at 6:45, Nite Moves at 8:00 and Glen Templeton 9:30. Admission to the concert is free. Beer, wine and food will be for sale.

There is limited seating in the built-in amphitheater so guests are encouraged to bring chairs, blankets for the additional lawn seating. No coolers or outside food and drink will be allowed.

VIP Tickets are available for $75 a person and include a fajita meal, two drink tickets, tent seating on the overlook, a private bartender and liquor available for sale. Access to a designated restroom. Exclusive parking next to the Visitor Center.  Meet and Greet with Glen Templeton is available after the concert. Tickets can be purchased at www.wheretexasbecametexas.org 
 Washington-on-the-Brazos is undergoing extensive renovation projects going on throughout the park which make it necessary for us to amend our typical Texas Independence Day Celebration. Instead of the traditional celebration with vendors, performances and large-scale living history demonstrations, we have opted to celebrate Independence Eve, with a concert on Friday night and several smaller activities on Saturday. It will be a different Texas Independence Day that in the past, but once the renovation is complete in 2025, we will be back to our traditional celebration. 
Saturday’s schedule includes:
9:30am – 11:00am: Join us at Independence Hall as we honor the 59 signers that declared Independence 188 years ago from that very spot on March 2, 1836.
10:00am – 1:00pm: THC Sites (Presidio La Bahia SHS, Fort McKavett SHS, Eisenhower Birthplace SHS, Casa Navarro SHS and Washington-on-the-Brazos SHS) from around the state will compete in a chili cookoff making the dish in the traditional way they would have done in the 1800s. The public will not be able to sample the chili due to food safety regulations. Food trucks will be onsite to purchase food. 
1:30pm – 3:30pm: The Lone Star Chapter of the Sons of the Republic will hold their annual ceremony at the amphitheater with talks and a gun salute.
The weekend honors the actions on March 2, 1836, when 59 delegates from all parts of the Texas settlement bravely met at Washington, Texas to make a formal declaration of independence from Mexico, proclaiming to the world that Texas was a sovereign nation. Revered as the place “Where Texas Became Texas,” the replica of Independence Hall on the Washington on the Brazos State Historic Site grounds marks the place where the Republic of Texas was created.   
Admission fees are waived for the site’s attractions (Independence Hall and Barrington Plantation) for that weekend celebration. Admission to the grounds and parking are also free. 
Updates on the full weekend schedule can be found at www.wheretexasbecametexas.org and www.facebook.com/washingtononthebrazos/
Independence Eve is coordinated by the Washington on the Brazos Historical Foundation, in partnership with the Texas Historical Commission. A huge thank you to your sponsors for the event: H-E-B, Washington County, City of Navasota, the Arts Council, Blue Bell Creameries and Bluebonnet Electric Co-op. 
Washington on the Brazos is located on the Brazos River at the original townsite of Washington, Texas. Located at 23400 Park Road 12, Washington, TX, 77880—approximately halfway between Brenham and Navasota, off of State Hwy. 105.   From Hwy. 105, follow either FM 912 or FM 1155 to Park Road 12.   
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